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STATISTICS OF RELIGIOUS FAITHS IN NEW YORK CITY. 
On Sunday, February 4 y a body of 34,000 enumerators acting under the 
general direction of Mr. J. Shreve Dunham, ascertained the religious prefer- 
ences of nearly three quarters of New York City's population. The city 
was districted and the information was secured through a thorough house 
to house campaign. The final program was approved at a meeting of 
priests, ministers, and rabbis representing the congregations of the several 
churches and religious societies in the city. Mr. Dunham will shortly go 
to Denver, Col., to conduct a similar campaign. 



HISTORY OF THE FEDERAL REGISTRATION SERVICE. 

In a monograph "The Federal Registration Service of the United States: 
Its Development, Problems, and Defects/' Dr. Cressy L. Wilbur traces 
the work of the United States Government in vital statistics since the 
Seventh Census in 1850 and up to the close of the year 1915. The report 
pays particular attention to the continuous registration of deaths in speci- 
fied areas since the "registration area for deaths" was established in 1880. 
Comprehensive tables and cartograms exhibit the main facts of the move- 
ment for satisfactory legislation and the enforcement of legislation. The 
section on "When and How Will the United States Obtain Complete 
Registration of Vital Statistics?" is practically a re-statement of Dr. 
Wilbur's prophetic conclusions in the paper which he read before the Ameri- 
can Public Health Association at Denver, in 1895, and a summary of vital 
statistics progress of the last two decades. The document is issued by 
the Bureau of the Census, Washington, D. C. 



NOMENCLATURE AND CLASSIFICATION OF CAUSES OF 

DEATH. 

A Committee of the Vital Statistics Section of the American Public 
Health Association on the accuracy of certified causes of death has issued 
a summary of its conclusions following a detailed study of each title in the 
International List of Causes of Sickness and Death and of the terms in- 
cluded under such titles. The cpmmittee considered (a) the validity of the 
terms included under each title, i. e., the probability that each term when 
reported as a cause of death represents the exact morbid condition covered 
by the title with which it is classified, and (b) the status of the term as 
descriptive of the primary cause of death. It was also the aim of the com- 
mittee to separate the titles of the International List into two classes: 
(a) Those not to be accepted as reliable without autopsy or without specific 
supporting data upon which the diagnosis was based and (b) Those to be 
accepted as reliable without autopsy or other verification. The report of 
this committee is a further contribution to the critical literature on statis- 
tics of causes of death. Dr. Haven Emerson, Chairman, and Mr. George 
H. Van Buren, Executive Secretary, prepared the summary as published 



